
 

 
 

Newton Mobility Grants  
 

1. Overview 
 

Aim:  This scheme aims to help strengthen the research and innovation capacity of researchers from 

partner countries by assisting them in visiting or sending staff and students to the UK and developing 

networks, research projects and partnerships with their UK hosts/counterparts and the wider UK 

research and innovation community.  Successful candidates may wish to consider subsequently 

applying for a Newton International Fellowship or Newton Advanced Fellowship to consolidate 

partnerships. 

 

The Royal Society’s Newton Mobility Grants are available through the Newton Fund, which is part of 

the UK’s official development assistance. Funds for a contribution towards travel, subsistence and 

research expenses can be requested for either a one-off short visit to explore opportunities for 

building lasting networks or for bilateral visits to strengthen emerging collaborations.  

 

This scheme is not intended to support continued research activities between a UK applicant and an 

overseas applicant who was a former colleague or PhD student or to support other existing or recent 

collaborations between the UK applicant and overseas applicant. Rather, the scheme is intended to 

stimulate new collaborations between scientists in the UK and overseas partner countries which result 

in the transfer of knowledge and help strengthen research capabilities between partners, and 

contribute to promoting economic development and social welfare in the overseas country.  The 

awards will also initiate the development of longer-term links between the overseas and UK 

researchers. 

 

 

 

 
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 

 

 

o 

 

Applicants applying from Malaysia and Thailand: by submitting your application you are 

agreeing that the information provided in your application can be shared with Malaysia’s ASM 

and MIGHT and Thailand’s OHEC respectively. 

 

 

 

 
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mailto:newtoninternationalexchanges@royalsociety.org
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The following scheme notes set out the eligibility and application 
process of the Newton Mobility Grants. Please read through the entire 
document before proceeding. 
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2.  Eligibility Details 
 

Applicants 

 The overseas based scientist and/or project leader (“the overseas applicant”) and the UK 

based scientist and/or project leader (“the UK applicant”) must have completed a PhD or have 

extensive experience at an equivalent level at the time of application. If either the UK 

applicant or overseas applicant is a final year PhD student applications can only be submitted 

if the PhD will have completed before the start date of the proposed activity (including Viva).  

Confirmation of PhD completion will be required on acceptance if the application is successful 

 The UK applicant and overseas applicant must hold a permanent or fixed term contract for the 

duration of the award in an eligible organisation in their respective countries. Ineligible 

organisations include industrial, private and commercial organisations, university spin-out 

companies and governmental bodies. 

 The UK applicant and overseas applicant must be based in their respective 

countries/institutions at the time of application  

 Applications must be started by the overseas applicant on behalf of the UK applicant and the 

respective teams i.e. the application must be initiated in the overseas applicant’s e-GAP 

account 

 Applicants and co-applicants are not permitted to submit more than one application per 

round (deadline) although may also apply for a Newton International Fellowship or Newton 

Advanced Fellowship 

 Retired scientists, who are still active in science, must submit their application through an 

eligible UK institute.  If this is not possible please contact us for further advice at least two 

weeks before the deadline 

 

Activity 

 All activities must be on a subject within the natural sciences, including: physics, chemistry, 

mathematics, computer science, engineering, agricultural, biological or bio-medical research, 

or the scientific aspects of archaeology, geography and experimental psychology. The Royal 

Society does not cover social science, clinical or patient-oriented research. 

 Collaborations should be based on a single project. 

 Applications can only support travel between the UK and the overseas collaborator’s country; 

costs for travel between a third country are not eligible. 

 Activities must start no earlier than 4 months after the closing date and no later than: 

a) 1 March 2017 (2016/R2) 

 Activities fundable under this scheme are as follows: 

One-off visit collaborations 

 One visit to be taken in either direction i.e. either the UK applicant undertakes a visit 

to the overseas institute or the overseas applicant visits the UK institute 

 Visits to last between 1 week-3 months 

 Up to £3,000 available 

Multiple visits collaborations 

 Collaborative visits to be undertaken over a period of either up to: 

a) 1 year with up to £6,000 available, £1,000 of which can be spent on consumables 

or 

b) 2 years with up to £12,000 available, £2,000 of which can be spent on 

consumables 
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 Visits are expected to be bilateral meaning that the UK applicant and overseas 

applicant and/or project participants must undertake at least one visit to the 

overseas collaborating institute during the award period.  UK Researchers may visit 

overseas partners for the purposes of providing training and skills transfer through 

collaboration. 

 Any project participants must be working in a UK/overseas university or research institute. The 

Royal Society would like to encourage the participation of junior scientists from the overseas 

partner including PhD students.  Funding cannot be used to support UK based PhD students. 

 Only participants based at the same institution and working within the UK applicant’s or 

overseas applicant’s research group directly involved in the collaborative project are eligible 

to claim travel and subsistence against the award should the application be successful. 

Departmental Support 

 The following individuals must be listed under Departmental Support section:  

 

 

NOTE: if either the UK applicant or overseas applicant is the Head of Department, then details of the 

individual to whom they report to must be supplied instead i.e. Head of School/Head of Faculty/Dean 

 

 The UK Head of Department and the overseas Head of Department indications of support 

must be submitted via e-GAP no later than 5 working days after the round deadline (21 

September 2016 (2016/R2). Indications of support submitted after this date will not be 

accepted.  

 

 

 

Other Awards  

 UK award holders of a current Newton Mobility Grants award with the same overseas country 

as the (proposed) application may not apply until the project has ended and the final report 

has been submitted unless the current award is a Newton International Fellowship or Newton 

Advanced Fellowship. 
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3. Application Guidance Notes 

Using e-GAP 

Applications can only be submitted online using the Royal Society’s electronic Grant Application and 

Processing (e-GAP) system via .  If you have not previously used e-

GAP, please follow the registration process from the e-GAP homepage. Paper-based applications will 

not be accepted. 

 

Before completing the online form, all Applicants should check that they comply with the eligibility 

requirements and ensure all necessary information is presented in the application. These requirements 

are strictly adhered to and applications without all necessary information, or evidence to show the 

assessment criteria are met, will be rejected. 

 

All applications must be submitted via e-GAP to the UK host organisation for approval and 

must be approved via e-GAP before they are accepted as complete. Please note that the 

approving department of the UK host organisation is a central university department. Please 

allow them at least 5 working days before the official round deadline to authorise and submit 

your application on e-GAP. Applications not approved before the deadline will be deleted after 

the closing date. Late applications will not be accepted. 

 
Important information – to be read before starting an application 

Personal details:

Automatic log-out:

Loss of work:

 

 

 

Character limits:

Plain text:

Mandatory fields:

https://e-gap.royalsociety.org/
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Email addresses:

the main reasons for non-receipt of emails are either: 

 

a) The email address supplied is incorrect and therefore any correspondence sent will not 

reach the intended recipient  

b) Occasionally emails from e-GAP are diverted through spam filter into junk folders.  

 

As a result, if the automatic email sent to the HoDs  containing instructions for supplying an 

indication of support through e-GAP is not received, it is advised that you double check the 

accuracy of the email address supplied and/or instruct them to check spam/junk 

folders.  Alternatively you may need to supply alternative email addresses for us to contact 

them on.

e-GAP passwords

Tracking progress:

Adding & viewing Co-applicants: All applications must be commenced by the overseas applicant. The 

UK based partner will be considered as the co-applicant. To add the UK applicant please follow the 

below instructions: 

1. Request your UK partners to register on the Royal Society’s e-GAP website (https://e-

gap.royalsociety.org) and then send you their e-GAP registered email address. 

2. On the “Co-applicant Personal Detail”  tab on your application click the “Add Co-Applicant” 

button and then enter the UK applicant’s e-GAP registered email address and then click 

“Next”  

and then click “Next” on the next screen.  

https://e-gap.royalsociety.org/
https://e-gap.royalsociety.org/
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3. On the following screen, you can control the permission level that the UK applicant may have 

on your application form. Please select appropriately and then proceed ahead by clicking the 

“Next” button. 

4. You may view and edit the UK applicants’ fields by clicking the “Show” button adjacent to their 

name.  This would also be mirrored in the “Co-Applicant Career Summary” tab, i.e. the selected 

UK applicant’s detail will appear in both co-applicant tabs in the application form. You can re-

edit the permission levels (as stated in point 3) for the UK applicant by clicking their name. This 

will bring up the “choose permissions for sharer” options again (as illustrated in step 3). 

Please ensure that all the mandatory fields (marked by an asterisk) in both co-applicant tabs 

are completed for the listed UK applicant.  The green ticks for both the co-applicant sections 

on the summary screen will only appear after the completion of all mandatory fields. 

5. Once the UK applicant is added, they then may view the application in their e-GAP account 

under “My Applications” on the home screen. Depending upon the permission level set, they 

may be able to view and edit the application form. When no permission is given, the UK 

applicant would only be able to view the summary tab and their equal opportunities tab. We 

suggest that the UK applicant is given permission to view and edit the two co-applicant tabs 

and at least be given permission to view the proposal tab. If the UK applicant is given viewing 

and/or editing permissions then they would only be able to see their own information.  

6. The Royal Society strongly advises applicants to coordinate the input of information on 

their application form on e-GAP so that only one user edits the application at a time to 

prevent the loss of information or the corruption of the application form. 

Please note that the character limits includes spaces and special characters. Following this you may 

enter this information on their behalf on the e-GAP application form. We would request you to send a 

PDF version of the completed form before submission to your UK applicant to ensure the correct 

information has been provided. 
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Application sharing

Application deletion

Assessment Criteria 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Completing the e-GAP form 
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Summary 

Applicant and Co-applicant Personal Details 

Applicant and Co-applicant Career Summary 



12 

 

Organisations 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Proposal 

Activities must start no earlier than 14 January 2017 and no later than 1 March 2017 for  

2016/R2 projects). 
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 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nc3rs.org.uk/
https://www.nc3rs.org.uk/the-3rs
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Both the applicant and co-applicant are expected to complete a separate 

form, where research using animals is being conducted at both the UK and 
Overseas organisation. 

  

http://royalsociety.org/Statement-of-the-Royal-Societys-position-on-the-use-of-animals-in-research/
http://royalsociety.org/Statement-of-the-Royal-Societys-position-on-the-use-of-animals-in-research/
http://www.nc3rs.org.uk/page.asp?id=277
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Financial Details 

Please note, international & national airfares are expected to be economy/APEX rates.
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Departmental Support 

 

 

It is the responsibility of the applicants to:  

 

 

 

 
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Diversity Monitoring 
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4. Submission Process 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

o provision is made for non-receipt of emails sent by 

the Royal Society.

 

 

 
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Check List 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Review Process 

 

 

6. Enquiries 

  

mailto:newtoninternationalexchanges@royalsociety.org


21 

 

Appendix 1 – Submission Process Flow Diagram 

 

 

 

 

D 



22 

 

Appendix 2 – Instructions for Heads of Department 

 

 

 

https://e-gap.royalsociety.org/
https://e-gap.royalsociety.org/Login.aspx
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